
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A stepping stone to autonomy for disabled persons 

 

 

A disability should not be a handicap  



 

In 1999 Henny Schuurmans went to Dodoma for the first time, as a volunteer in  

the technical school of Don Bosco. ( Ujamaa project  1999-2007) 

In 2007 Henny travelled to Shirimatunda,the local needs made her aware of the fact 

that outside help was necessary.  

    

Umoja was born!   

    

 Cornerstones of the Umoja project  

  

People deserve customised care and support.  

  

Umoja invests in a better future for disabled children.  

 

Our objective is an evolution from disadvantage to self-reliance.  



Umoja is afgeleid van * Moja* en betekent eenheid, het één – zijn. 

 

 

 

Daarom lieve mensen 

 Help Juffrouw Justina samen met ons, 

     kinderen  met een beperking een betere toekomst te geven. 

 

 

 

Zoals je ziet op de foto is de nood hieraan hoog. Wij willen via sponsoring                   

samen met de mensen van ons project en de bevolking een keuken bouwen. Ook willen 

we via sponsoring ervoor zorgen dat de kinderen in de school eten en drinken krijgen.   

De bevolking is zo arm dat dit in de thuissituatie niet mogelijk is. Wij   kunnen ons niet 

voorstellen dat onze kinderen met een beker Brinta de dag door moeten komen. 

 

The 1st project application in Belgium. 

 



Umoja built a kitchen in 2010 



 





Cooporation with the dispensary in Shirimatunda  



Shirimatunda 2011 





A trip with the children and their parents 





Store/wood 2012 

Fence  2012 





Frames, windows and doors 



Paid by Umoja in the day-care: 

Breakfast and lunch for the children 

 Joseph, Diana and Mama Prosper 



KLM flow over 5 delivery beds - examination bed  

The first students were doing their internship 





 Waterproject in Shirimatunda 2013 



The first  preparations  started from the Umojahouse 

      2014 



Renovation/day-care in Shirimatunda 





Chickenhouse and gardening 



In Cooporation with TAWREF: 

 the first house for Mama Saidi has been build. 

Mama is mental disabled, mother of 4 children,3 with a disability 



The  renovation of the Umojahouse in 2015 



Volunteers :were paying a health assurance and swing 



Waterproject 2016 



2th house 



3th house  



Solar cooker 



Grewasis and composting 



4th house  



Official opening Waterproject July 2016 



Introduction from the solar cooker 

and wonderbag 



New uniforms 



Internship from 7 Belgian students 



Intervention / Umoja : 

could save Habibo his life 



Volunteers were sponsoring a Health Assuanrences  



 Belgian students are still active in collecting money for Umoja 



Umojahouse/Therapyhouse  

Mental disabilities 





5th house 



 A lot of Belgium clubs are knitting  for this orphans  



The opening from the Umojahouse the 7 th of May 2018 

 

Umoja house 









Registration : 

Umoja na Upendo CBO 

Umoja is going to build an activitycentre for M/D on this plot of land. 







                 Main building 



 

Workshop and creativityroom 



Intervention / Umoja could save Inno his life 



Homevisits : 

Building a good relationships with the families 

Interventions as healthcare, familyplanning 

Micro-credit 

Making the families  self reliance. 





 

The workshops sewing for the mama’s  were a big succces. 



 

2017 Umoja bought a piece of land to build the Umoja Center. 

2018 Umoja became an internationale NGO 

2018 Umoja have made the first sketch  of the outdoor kitchen. 

2018 Umoja built the fence, the entrance with gates. 



Fence 

2018 



Outdoor kitchen 



 

 Livin, Sweetlet , Fidelis, Pauli and Theresia. Karibu tena. 



2020 The first results  



Pamoja ni nguvu  

 

Together with Mama Theresia, Mama Priscus, 

Mama Liven and Baba Emmanuel we will hope to 

make a new start again . 



 

 

 

Foundation from 3 workshopsrooms 

 

An adapted and wheelchair friendly container will be converted into the 

Umoja therapy house. This is an example 



 

 

 

 

With an office & 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sewing workshop for the 

moms in the tower 

Water project & Solar   2 tanks  of 10.000 litres of water each 



 

                          Small livestock farming 



A practical training for our  

participants with mental disabilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Umoja gardens organically without  

adding chemicals 



 

Every participant has his /her own garden. 





 In May 2022 the participants welcomed our new bus. 



The start from cooking classes in early 2023 are a great success. 



Gardening in their own gardens & Greenhouse 



Gardening in their own gardens & Greenhouse 



Animal keeping 



Sewing workshops : 

 

•   Participants 

•   Mamas 



       

      Plastic 

 Bottle project 

     

Making  

Cards   

       

   Making 

soap  

     

Working 

& fabrics 

     

Making  

handcraft  

  

         

Everything            

for sale  

Everything            

for sale  

Everything            

for sale  



January2023 :The construction of our 3 workshoprooms, toilets for boys, girls, 

wheelchhair users, staff, shower and store has started under the watchful eyes of 

IZG ( Ingenieers without frontier from Belgium ) 

Soon we will start furnishing the plumbing. 





 

  

 

To all the volunteers 



In 2009. Umoja met Priscus the 1e time at the daycare 

Since Umoja started its own center, Priscus takes the prac-

tical trainings courses. Trainings that are also followed at 

home, together with his family.   Pamoja ni nguvu 

Priscus and his family were very poor. Together with Ta-
wref, Umoja was able to build them a new house. 



             Priscus 2009—2023 



Priscus enjoys working in the garden under 

the guidance of our agronomist Rogathe He 

has his own garden at home and as you can 

see our therapists are following up. 

Rogathe brings new seeds and cultivate only 

organically.  Hongera Rogathe and Priscus. 











Love without limitations:  

True love overcomes all obstacles. 

Thank you! 


